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MEMORIES OF JMG TAIKO IN WELLINGTON CHURCH
(AND MORE)
The Past surrounds the ancient sounds
The present generations hear and learn
The unfamiliar rhythms of the unfamiliar drums
The streets outside are grey and wide
But from the church the listeners might discern
Some bright kimono colours in the unfamiliar thrums
Through Taiko beat the cultures meet
As baachi rise and fall, the drummers turn
And follow age-old patterns played by unfamiliar hands
Images seen on silver screen
Show country, people, towns and chic fashion
Modern technology but in an unfamiliar land
Shared food before the drums, once more
As in the times of Hiroshigo’s her’n
Insistently call union when those unfamiliar come
Matsuri Day – shouts of ‘Sore’
A tree of Peace by Kibble Palace fern
Joins open minds and open hearts to rail against the bomb
And I (who saw Mugenkyo roar
At Hornel’s place when sun in Summer burned)
In Kelvingrove played Taiko – and I wish I could return
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REFLECTIONS ON THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF JMG
by Participants and Friends of JMG, Past and Present
•

From a former committee member: When we first became aware of the
Japanese Matsuri (literally ‘a celebration’ and based on Japanese Drumming) and
Mr and Mrs Toda who founded it in Glasgow, it was already popular and
sometimes attracted audiences numbering as many as 2000.
At that early time we were able to use the beautiful building known as the Kibble
Palace, which was ideal. But after a few years the Kibble Palace started on a
much-needed rebuild, courtesy of CBC Ltd., so the Japanese Matsuri for Glasgow
(JMG) had to find another venue. We were assisted in this by the kindness of the
Minister and congregation of Wellington Church in University Avenue.
Eventually, the Kibble Palace was finished, beautifully, and the Matsuris are there
again.
Some readers may wonder what, exactly, is the purpose of the Matsuris. They,
and the presence of Mr and Mrs Toda in Glasgow, are both part of a sincere effort
by the Japanese Government to effect an exchange of social habits and mores.
Glasgow University also does its bit, and there is no doubt that they are all very
successful.
Enjoy it!

•

From a current committee member: There are several principles for JMG’s
activities, which have emerged over the years. For example, every participant in
the Taiko Fun Workshops is encouraged to perform Taiko at Matsuri, regardless
of their skills. This seems to have contributed towards creating a nice, inclusive
atmosphere at Matsuri.
Another principle relates to JMG’s volunteers, who are both British and Japanese.
Some Japanese visitors were surprised to see British volunteers teaching origami,
but they may have forgotten that many Japanese people play piano or violin,
which were originally European musical instruments. Cultural traditions go
beyond ethnic boundaries.
Matsuri is a festival for all, with Japanese culture and traditions as a catalyst,
regardless of the participants’ backgrounds.

•

From a current volunteer: It is very difficult to believe that it is ten years since
the first Japanese Matsuri for Glasgow. It's wonderful to see such great interest in
Japanese culture shown by so many people of all ages at the festival.
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I am looking forward to the Matsuri's continuing success in developing mutual
understanding and friendship.

•

From a former committee member: I have many pleasant memories of the
Matsuris early on when they started. For some reason they all seemed to be on
sunny days, which I find hard to believe, and involved lots of carrying of Taiko
drums from the vaults of the church up into vans and then off to the Botanics. It
was nice and quiet at the start before the real crowds started arriving and by then
it was quite difficult to manage much while trying to keep half an eye on our 3
relatively young children. Later it would be heaving. I remember one Matsuri
afternoon being given a big box of Japanese novels to give away. A lot of people
took what I handed to them with a good-natured look of bemusement. They
hadn’t expected to get given a Japanese detective story or romance that day in the
Kibble Palace. Before the Matsuris started no-one noticed their lack, but I think
that now Glasgow is a better place for having a wee Japanese festival!

•

From a current committee member: There was a Japanese teaching the
Japanese language on the Internet. One of the lessons was about Hina Matsuri:
‘Hina Matsuri, a spring festival unique to Japan, a festival for girls with dolls
displayed and sweets eaten, being held on 3rd of March.’ There was a comment
by someone from Glasgow: ‘Hina matsuri is not unique to Japan. In Glasgow,
there has been Hina Matsuri at Botanic Gardens from 2002 onwards, and many
people celebrate it. It is our Hina Matsuri.’ I was surprised to read this comment.
It seems that it was written not by JMG members and volunteers but by a visitor.

•

From a former volunteer: Congratulations on the 10th Anniversary of Japanese
Matsuri for Glasgow. When I knew that you had had the 10th Japanese Matsuri
for Glasgow my heart began filling with emotion. I respect all of you who have
continued these activities for ten years, appreciate the people of Glasgow who
have been interested in Japanese culture for such a long time, and am pleasantly
surprised that it has lasted so much longer than its initial forecast.
I took part in Matsuri in its early years before my husband and I left for Kunohe,
Japan. I remember, from the beginning, the people of the West End showed their
interest in our activities and actively took part and enjoyed it! It was an amazing
experience for me that made me happy; I felt the people of Glasgow were broad
minded. Matsuri also gave me an opportunity to realise how little I knew of my
own country and its culture. How many times I felt I wished I had known more
about my country!
My most memorable moment was cooking tempura outdoors in the Botanic
Gardens. Tempura outdoors! Now that is something new!!
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I am very glad to hear that you have held the 10th Anniversary, and will hold the
10th Hina Matsuri in March 2011. I hope that everyone who takes part in it enjoys
the event as I used to do, and I wish I could be there; but instead I send my best
wishes from the home of Matsuri.
Finally, well done to Fumi and Yushin. Without your passion and determination
the Matsuri would never have come thus far. Also, thank you for all you have
done. I have many wonderful memories to look back on, and I look forward to
making many new ones in the future.

•

From a former committee member: Having lived for two years in rural Japan
(1997 - 1999) I have been keen to maintain links with the country despite living in
Glasgow, half a world away; Japanese Matsuri for Glasgow has provided me with
this opportunity. I first became involved in JMG as a Taiko workshop participant
and then subsequent performer at Hina Matsuri at the Kibble Palace. Since then,
over the years I have sat on the committee and have been an occasional volunteer
at events.
Aside from sharing many aspects of Japanese culture with residents of
Glasgow and surrounding areas, I like that the ethos of the festival is one of
‘inclusiveness’ – that all members of the community are encouraged, and allowed,
to attend and participate. It truly feels like a community festival, and this perhaps
is the biggest link with Matsuri in Japan: it is run by the community, for the
community with no exception. I especially like it when the festivals attract
passers-by previously unaware of the event’s existence and who leave an hour or
so later having participated in the Japanese experience corners and attended the
Taiko performance, with a new appreciation of Japanese culture – an unexpected
adventure on a quiet Saturday afternoon!
Of course, I am consistently amazed at the dedication and enthusiasm
demonstrated by Yushin and Fumi in organising and running the two annual
Matsuris, raising funds and visiting schools under the JMG banner. Their
commitment and energy is truly inspiring, and I would like to thank them for their
friendship and ‘sharing Japan with me’.

•

From a current volunteer: I remember Hina Matsuri was being held in the
Botanic Gardens when I moved to Glasgow from Japan in 2002. Since moving, I
had been wondering how I could return something to this community. And now,
here I am. I have been helping at Matsuri and Hina Matsuri for a couple of years
now. I am glad to be able to contribute a wee bit. It is always a nice surprise to
see such a large number of people turned up to those events. I do enjoy
communicating with local people, talking about Japanese culture. As a Japanese
Volunteer, I would like to keep giving something back to Glasgow. Also, I hope
Matsuri and Hina Matsuri will have a 20th anniversary!

5

•

From a current committee member: Here are some of the things that I would
never have imagined doing had I not been involved with Japanese Matsuri for
Glasgow:
- Doing the conga around Wellington Church while singing ‘forwards, backwards,
1 – 2 – 3’ in Japanese.
- Reading greetings and messages from a remote village in Northern Japan to
visitors to Matsuri and Hina Matsuri
- Enjoying Fumi’s noodles and Irene’s cakes at the AGMs.
- Being asked to be the Treasurer (me in charge of someone else’s money!)
- Introducing:
Taiko drumming
Japanese songs
the Consul-General of Japan
a Butoh dance
a traditional Indonesian performance.
- Watching my kids performing Taiko for a public audience
- Tensioning Taiko drums in preparation for performance
- Meeting so many people who are interested in Japan and Japanese culture
The most interesting thing has been to see how energy and enthusiasm for an idea
can be transmitted between people and amplified to bring benefit to the local
community.

•

From a current committee member: My family and I have never been to Japan.
Thank goodness, though, Japan has come to us. We didn’t know Japanese
Matsuri for Glasgow from the very beginning, but for many years now we’ve
been involved. Our children have played the Taiko drums in the Wellington
Church and the Botanic Gardens, and have spread the enthusiasm for this glorious
thunder to friends and relatives in Glasgow and beyond. We parents have
attended JMG meetings, celebrating the successes of JMG over the years and
sharing the challenges it faces. And the whole family have joined in the annual
feast at the AGM, enjoying wonderful cooking by Fumi and all her friends.
Above all, we’ve enjoyed the friendship and enthusiasm of JMG’s founders,
Yushin and Fumi. Through them, we feel as if the Japanese people are our
friends, and one day we hope to participate in a Matsuri in Japan itself. We
wonder, though, if it could possibly be as warm, hospitable and entertaining as the
Matsuris we’ve celebrated here in Glasgow!
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OUR SPONSORS OVER THE YEARS

Kunohe Village

Japan UK 150 Fund
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR MATSURI
Before JMG was established
June 2001

Matsuri

Japan 2001

March 2002

Hina Matsuri

Japan 2001

After JMG was established
June 2002

Matsuri 2

Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation

March 2003

Hina Matsuri 2

Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation
UK-Japan Joint Project
Scottish Arts Council

June 2003

Matsuri 3

Scottish Arts Council
Consulate General of Japan in Edinburgh
Glasgow City Council

March 2004

Hina Matsuri 3

Scottish Arts Council
Glasgow City Council
Consulate General of Japan in Edinburgh
Embassy of Japan in the UK

June 2004

Matsuri 4

Glasgow City Council
Consulate General of Japan in Edinburgh

March 2005

Hina Matsuri 4

Glasgow City Council
Japan21
Consulate General of Japan in Edinburgh
Embassy of Japan in the UK
Awards for All

June 2005

Matsuri 5

Glasgow City Council
Awards for All

March 2006

Hina Matsuri 5

Glasgow City Council
Embassy of Japan in the UK

June 2006

Matsuri 6

Glasgow City Council
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March 2007

Hina Matsuri 6

Glasgow City Council
Embassy of Japan in the UK

June 2007

Matsuri 7

Glasgow City Council

March 2008

Hina Matsuri 7

Glasgow City Council

June 2008

Matsuri 8

Glasgow City Council

March 2009

Hina Matsuri 8

Glasgow City Council
Japan UK 150 Fund

June 2009

Matsuri 9

Glasgow City Council

March 2010

Hina Matsuri 9

Glasgow City Council

June 2010

Matsuri 10

Glasgow City Council

March 2011

Hina Matsuri 10

Glasgow City Council

Support in Kind
Ricoh UK
Kunohe Village office, Iwate Prefecture, Japan
Japan National Tourist Organisation, London Office
Calbee
Particular thanks to Glasgow Botanic Gardens, Wellington Church, Hillhead Primary
School and Walter Halley for special support through the years.
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JAPANESE MATSURI FOR GLASGOW: EARLY DAYS
The Story Told Through Newsletters
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NEWSLETTER 6
Matsuri 2006, Saturday 10 June
In its sixth year, Japanese Matsuri will be held on Saturday 10 June at the Wellington
Church from 2 to 5 pm, with support from Glasgow City Council. There will be
Japanese Experience corners for visitors from 2 to 4 pm for kimono, origami, calligraphy,
manga, colouring-in pictures, Japanese games and Japanese drinks and sweets.
Following its popularity at Hina Matsuri this year, there will be a corner for Kunohe
village, Japan, with which JMG has developed various exchanges. Currently, a former
volunteer at Glasgow Matsuri, Hazel, is working there as an assistant language teacher of
English. She participated in Kunohe Matsuri last summer by playing Taiko. The
Kunohe corner will be staffed by people from Kunohe who will be visiting Glasgow.
Information on Japan will be distributed, provided by Japan National Tourist
Organisation and Consulate General of Japan in Edinburgh. From 4 to 5 pm there will
be a Performance Corner, with Taiko to be played by participants in the Taiko Fun
Workshops led by John Guerrier, and Japanese songs performed by Kunohe visitors and
participants in the Japanese Class in Glasgow. This is part of the West End Festival.
Admission is free.
“Kimono: Films and Workshops”, Saturday 17 June
In its second year, GilmorehillG12, in cooperation with JMG, will hold a mini-matsuri on
Saturday 17 June at GilmorehillG12 from 2 to 4 pm. There will be a screening of two
documentary films on Bashoufu (kimono cloth made from banana leaves, which is made
in Okinawa, a southern island of Japan) at 2.25 pm and Edo Komon (stencil dyeing on
kimono cloth) at 3.25 pm, together with two short animated films at 2 and 3 pm
respectively. These films are borrowed from The Japan Foundation Film Library through
the Consulate General of Japan in Edinburgh. While the films are screened in the
cinema, a kimono-wearing workshop and a taster of the Tea Ceremony will be held in
seminar rooms on the first floor. This is also part of the West End Festival. Admission is
free.
Exchange with Kunohe Visitors: Saturday 17 June
On Saturday 17 June, pupils from Kunohe village and those from Dollar Academy,
Kunohe’s host school in Scotland, will join the Japanese class at the Wellington Church,
which will be held from 10 am to 12 noon. This will be followed by a welcome lunch at
the church. Please come along to meet with them.
Second AGM Held
In September 2005, the second AGM was held at Glasgow Botanic Gardens. Out of ten
family members and nine individual members (as of 31 July 2005), ten members attended
it. The current Chair, Yushin Toda, was re-elected, while Kirsty Maslen and Tim
Campbell were newly elected to Secretary and Treasurer, respectively, with the departure
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of Andrew Shoolbread and Irene Spinney from these posts. Irene remained as a member
of Executive committee, and Andrew as Editor of the web site and the newsletter.
Hina Matsuri 2006 Held
The fifth Hina Matsuri was held on Saturday 4 March 2006 at the Wellington Church.
About 800 visitors, including Mr Noboru Sekiguchi, Deputy Director of Japan
Information and Cultural Centre at the Embassy of Japan, enjoyed the Japanese
Experience corners and the performance of Taiko and Japanese songs. In particular, P5B
pupils from Hillhead Primary School, who practised Taiko on three Friday afternoons
during school hours with JMG, entertained the audience, including their relatives and
friends, by performing Taiko. This Taiko workshop at Hillhead Primary, as well as
JMG’s other usual Taiko workshops, were supported by the Embassy of Japan in the UK.
Kunohe Village kindly donated special T-shirts made for their Children’s Taiko Festivals,
and Japan National Tourist Organisation donated T-shirts and information on Japan. As
it was an independent event, unlike Matsuri in June, a poster was made, featuring pictures
drawn by Bethany Maslen, who has attended the Taiko workshops for a few years.
Taiko Workshops at Secondary Schools
There has been a significant development in JMG’s outreach activities, especially Taiko.
In November 2005, a Taiko workshop was held during school hours, as part of music
lesson, at King’s Park Secondary School, Glasgow. Some of the participants performed
Taiko at the school’s Christmas concert in December, after one and a half hour’s practice.
In February 2006, a similar Taiko workshop was held at Rosshall Academy, Glasgow.
These workshops were led by John Guerrier, our Taiko teacher, who is also a music
teacher employed by Glasgow City Council. John considers Taiko to have great potential
as an instrument for teaching music, as it delivers quick results. He is planning to visit
Kunohe this summer to learn more about Taiko.
Fundraising for Future Activities
Having received financial support from Glasgow City Council for Matsuri 2006 and Hina
Matsuri 2007, JMG may also apply to other funding bodies if necessary to support our
continuing and expanding activities.
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JMG IN THE NEWS
Accounts of JMG from Japanese Embassy Newsletter
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